Special Info for Homeschool Groups and FAQs
At the Challenger Learning Center of San Antonio, we are happy to schedule space missions and activities with homeschool groups.  In the past we have accommodated  groups from FEAST, AHA, HERO, SAHEN and several other homeschool organizations.  From those occasions, we have gained experience in supporting the unique requirements of homeschool groups.  
Please review the following information and Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) regarding homeschool space mission groups.  

Focal Point (contact person).  For each group, we will work with a single person who serves as a Focal Point or contact person for the scheduled event.  Individual homeschool families interested in joining the group for the event should contact the Focal Point with all questions and to sign up.  Please do not contact the CLC directly.   The FAQ answers below might also address some of your questions.  

FAQs

1. Scheduling a mission.  Question: How do I schedule a space mission?    Answer:  Providing you have the right size group (see mission info on the “About Us” page of our web site: www.clcsa.org), contact the CLC by sending an email to challenger@satx.rr.com or call (210) 534-8398 to schedule your group for a space mission.  Only the Focal Point / contact person should contact us regarding the schedule. 
2. Length of mission.  Question: How long is the mission?  Answer:  Each mission is two hours long.   Your group may also wish to schedule a separate space- and science-related Activity Session at the CLC.  Please see the About Us page of our web site for more information regarding the running times for the Activities.
3. Cost.  Question:  What does the mission cost?  Answer:  The cost varies depending on the type of mission (ex., Micronauts vs. Comet).  The Focal Point person will receive an invoice for the mission fee.  It is up to them how they collect the funds from participating families.  We charge a flat rate for the mission which is the same regardless of group size.
4. Cost for parents and other adults.  Question:  Is there a charge for parents and other adults?  Answer:  The mission fee only covers the students.  Adults are welcome to observe and assist students in the mission at no charge, but they do not actually participate directly in the activities.  
5. Bringing additional children.  Question:  I have additional children outside the age range of our scheduled space mission.  Can I bring them along?  Answer:  For public or private school groups, we do not allow additional children to be present.  However, understanding the unique aspects of home schooling, we don’t mind if other children are brought along as long as they are quietly supervised in a separate room of our facility (ex., a waiting area).  Additional children are not permitted in the rooms where the space mission takes place as this would be disruptive and interfere with the mission.  Please check with the Focal Point regarding whether a waiting room will be available during your event.  If no such room is available, additional children should not be brought.
6. Limit on number of adults in the mission at one time.  Question: Will I be able to accompany my child during the entire space mission?  Answer:  Parents and other adult guests are welcome in the mission rooms within the space limitations of each area.  If necessary, the staff will rotate adults through the space mission areas a few at a time, for several minutes at a time, until every adult has had an opportunity to go in.  The adults not in the mission rooms will still be able to observe the mission in the Observation Room adjacent to Mission Control.   
7. Student ages for Micronauts.  Question: With the age range for Micronauts missions stated as five to ten years old, will my child be able to participate in the mission if they are younger than five but functioning at a higher level?  Answer: Unfortunately not.  The Micronauts simulator rooms, equipment and materials are sized and designed for children within the specified age range.  Children younger than five will not be able to participate.  
