Challenger Learning Center of San Antonio

Kindergarten TEKS Correlation:  Solar System Floor Puzzles
	Activity Description:

                         Working in pairs, the students reinforce their study/ knowledge of the solar system.  They use sets of puzzle pieces to create a visual representation of our solar system. A discussion follows.


   TEKS





Activities
	Kindergarten Science
	

	(a.)  Introduction
	

	(3) …Students should know how science has built a vast body of changing and increasing knowledge described by physical, mathematical, and conceptual models, and also should know that science may not answer all questions.
	> Astronomers’ changing understand of the solar system in history is discussed (ex., Pluto’s changed status).

	(4) A system is a collection of cycles, structures, and processes that interact. Students should understand a whole in terms of its components and how these components relate to each other and to the whole.
	> Assembling the solar system puzzle and understanding the planets relative to the solar system as a whole.

	(5) Models of objects and events are tools for understanding the natural world and can show how systems work.
	> Differences between solar system puzzle and the actual solar system are discussed.

	Kindergarten Language Arts
	

	(a.)  Introduction
	

	(1)  …students listen and respond to the ideas of others while contributing their own ideas in conversations and in groups.
	> Students listen as staff member presents information about the solar system, then participate in discussion that follows.

	(b.)  Knowledge and skills
	

	(21A) Listen attentively by facing speakers and asking questions to clarify information.
	> Students listen to activity instructions and ask questions to ensure understanding.

	(21B)  Follow oral directions that involve a short related sequence of actions.
	> Activity directions given orally 

	(23)  Students work productively with others in teams.
	> Solar system puzzles are assembled by pairs of students or teams of three.
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